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National level consultation on "Principles and Practices of Natural Farming"'
29" and 30" September 2020, 1000 hr -1700 hr

Introduction

Agriculture has emerged as a reliable sector to hold economic impetus for India when the
World is facing economic contraction due to one of the most deadly and challenging
pandemic. Fortunately, India under the leadership of Prime Minister Sh. Narendra Modi, has
been putting due emphasis on agricultural reforms for farmers welfare and food security of

the nation.

India has recorded the food grain production of 285.20 million tonnes in 2018-19 and
targeted to reach 291.95 million tonnes & 298.30 million tonnes in consecutive FY.



Similarly, the horticulture crops are headed for an estimated record production of 313.85
million tonnes this FY as against 310.74 million tonnes in 2018-19 as per third advance
estimate. To strengthen economy & self-sustainability, the call for ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ is
announced as a big opportunity for Agriculture and allied sectors.

India has achieved the milestone of food surplus country and facilitating the sector to further
strengthen to maintain & grow towards the vision of growing Indian economy and expanding
its size to above a $5 trillion economy. Agriculture sector can provide an opportunity to
diversify the existing farming practices in an organised manner. The vision here- Natural
Farming emerges as a potential agroecological practice that promises to enhance avenue for
farmer’s income in addition to many other benefits like environment restoration to mitigate
the climate change concerns. Natural farming involves optimal utilization of available on-
farm natural bioresources. The practice helps to improve soil health, biodiversity, saves
water, cost of agri-inputs, prevents farmer indebtedness, improves livelihood etc. The high-
level panel of experts (HLPE) report of FAO (2019) on “Agroecological and other innovative
approaches” has outlined India’s Natural farming as one of the best Agroecological practice
and has potential to improve the food security, food systems, mitigate environmental
challenges and support to achieve UN-SDG’s. An investment in natural farming by allowing
diversifications in current cropping systems will harmonize yield, sustainability and

nutritious quality food.
Natural farming in India

Natural Farming is a chemical-free alias traditional farming method. It is considered as
agroecology based diversified farming system which integrates crops, trees and livestock

with functional biodiversity.

In India, Natural farming is promoted as Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati Programme
(BPKP) under centrally sponsored scheme- Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY).
BPKP is aimed at promoting traditional indigenous practices which reduces externally
purchased inputs. It is largely based on on-farm biomass recycling with major stress on
biomass mulching, use of on-farm cow dung-urine formulations; periodic soil aeration and
exclusion of all synthetic chemical inputs. According to HLPE Report, natural farming will
reduce dependency on purchased inputs and will help to ease smallholder farmers from
credits burden. The BPKP scheme is compliant to PGS-India certification under PGS India
programme. The Gol has allocated budget of Rs. 325 crores for upscaling the various farming

practices under PKVP.



The BPKP programme has been adopted in State of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Himachal
Pradesh and Kerala. Several studies have reported the effectiveness of natural farming-
BPKP in terms of increase in production, sustainability, saving of water use, improvement in
soil health and farmland ecosystem. It is considered as a cost- effective farming practices

with scope for raising employment and rural development.

NITI Aayog along with Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers welfare had convened several
high level discussions with global experts on Natural farming practices. It is roughly
estimated that around 2.5 million farmers in India are already practicing regenerative
agriculture. In the next 5 years, it is expected to reach 20 lakh hectares- in any form of
organic farming, including natural farming, of which 12 lakh hectares are under BPKP. India
has made significant mark by promoting organic farming. India’s rank in terms of World’s
Organic Agricultural land is 9" (1.94 million hectare area) and in terms of total number of
producers was 1% (11.49 lakh farmers of producer) , total export value is 757.49 million US $
as per 2020 data. Hence, similar trade promotion model should be adopted for agri-
commodities produced by the BPKP-Natural farming Technology for domestic and

International market.
Objectives of the Meeting

Natural farming system involving utilization of on-farm available input resources has high
potential to support quality agricultural commodities, livelihood of farmers and emerge as
one of a socio-economic sustainable farming practice. With intend of the Government to
enhance area under BPKP Programme with the allocated budget announced for its
implementation, there is need to deliberate and develop strategies/plans to leverage its

benefits in a synchronised manner (cluster based approach) with allied agricultural practices.

The intent of the consultation is to foster an informed exchange on the principles and practice
of BPKP (Natural Framing) for the welfare of Indian farmers, consumers and to derive way
forward to estimate the long-term benefits of ground level implementation on soil health, cost

of production, environment, biodiversity, production and quality of produce.

A discussion on potential of stray cattle bio-waste utilization and management for BPKP-

farming practices and integration with other rural development programmes.



Participants:

1 Key official from Central and State Ministry/Departments, Govt. of India

2. Scientist/Experts from Agriculture Universities/Institution

3. Organizations & Institution/Trust/NGO’s associated with BPKP-Natural Farming

5. Representatives from International Organizations

6. Representatives from Farmers Association

Expected outcome

To derive to a common understanding on socio-economic and environment benefits of
BPKP-Natural farming with strategies to leverage its benefits for farmer’s welfare,

consumer health, food security & nutrition.

Identification of extension- cum-training programmes to be undertaken by ICAR
through KVK’s, State Agriculture Department, private sector, cooperatives, NGO’s to

estimate the long term benefits of the BPKP-Natural farming technology.

To develop a document on success stories/best practices on BPKP (Natural Farming)
that will provide scientific background of complete technology for all stakeholders to
manage the crop health & production.






