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1.The Gun and the Olive Branch/David Hirst 

 

 

 

More than a decade before Israel's New Historians revolutionized the study of Israeli 

history, English journalist David Hirst wrote The Gun and the Olive Branch, a classic, myth-

breaking general history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Hirst, former Middle East 

correspondent of the Guardian, traces the origins of the terrible conflict back to the 1880s 

to show how Arab violence, although often cruel and fanatical, is a response to the 

challenge of repeated aggression. The Gun and the Olive Branch is an absorbing, potentially 

controversial, history of the Middle Eastern conflict that is indispensable to anyone with an 

interest in world politics and by partisans of both sides. This classic and controversial 

account of the origins of the Middle East conflict returns to print updated with a lengthy 

introduction that reflects on the course of recent Middle Eastern history—especially the 

abortive Israeli-Palestinian peace process and 9/11. 

 

Pub: Faber and Faber                      Accession No: 157991 

 

Call No:956.94 H669G 

  



2. The Rise and Fall of the Neoliberal Order/Gary Gerstle  

 

 

 

The most sweeping account of how neoliberalism came to dominate American politics for 

nearly a half century before crashing against the forces of Trumpism on the right and a new 

progressivism on the left.  

 

The epochal shift toward neoliberalism--a web of related policies that, broadly speaking, 

reduced the footprint of government in society and reassigned economic power to private 

market forces--that began in the United States and Great Britain in the late 1970s 

fundamentally changed the world. Today, the word "neoliberal" is often used to condemn a 

broad swath of policies, from prizing free market principles over people to advancing 

privatization programs in developing nations around the world. 

 

Pub: Oxford University Press                         Accession No: 157992 

 

Call No:320.5I0973 G381R 

  



3. Writing an Academic Paper in English/Adrian Wallwork 

 

 
 

It can be used as part of an English for Academic Purposes (EAP) course, either alone or with 
the companion volume Giving an Academic Presentation in English. 

The chapters are independent so that EAP teachers and students can choose those sections 
that best fit their needs. This means that a course can range from a minimum of 20 hours, 
up to 60 hours or more. 

There is an introductory chapter that includes what role academics play in today’s world, 
where success is not just measured in terms of paper output but also involvement in 
interdisciplinary projects and supporting society at large. 

 

Pub: Springer                                                        Accession No: 157993 

 

Call No:808.066378 W187W 

 

  



4. India's Blind Spot/ Devashish Dhar 

 

 

 

Indian policy has been characterised by a denial of urbanization. This has prevented us from 

meaningfully addressing the blizzard of policy issues that come with the phenomenon: from 

governance deficit to infrastructure shortfall, from effective management of land to lack of 

focus on growing city economies; from access to potable water to incessant flooding; from 

traffic congestion to sufficient urban green and public spaces; and from lack of safety to 

marginalization of urban poor, migrants, and vulnerable communities. Consequently, cities 

have truly become India’s blind spot. And blind spots can be fatal. 

India’s Blind Spot will explore our understanding of Indian cities and how we have reached 

this point of exasperation. The book illustrates that cities are critical to achieving India’s 

promised destiny and provides policy solutions and innovations to tackle complex issues in 

our cities. The book vividly explains that Indian cities will be at the frontier of driving key 

global political-economy trends in coming decades. 
 

Pub: HarperCollins                                                             Accession No: 158201 

 

Call No:303.90954 D533I 

 

 

 

 



5. Madam Commissioner/ Meeran Chadha Borwankar 

 

  

 

The incredible memoir from one of India’s most uncompromising police officers. 

 

Meeran Chadha Borwankar graduated from India’s National Police Academy as the sole 

woman of its 1981 batch. From there, she would go on to investigate a long string of 

sensitive and controversial cases, fighting crime together with corruption and 

discrimination, never compromising on her integrity. Meeran’s steadfast efforts saw her 

become Maharashtra’s first female district police chief as well as its first woman police 

commissioner. She also held senior roles at the Central Bureau of Investigation and 

Mumbai’s crime branch, eventually retiring as Director General of the Bureau of Police 

Research and Development and the National Crime Records Bureau. All through she 

remained unafraid to critique the country’s criminal justice system, challenging even those 

in the highest echelons until the rule of law prevailed. 

 

Pub: Pan                                                                               Accession No: 158202 

 

Call No:923.63224 M726M 

 

 

  



6.Davos Man: How the Billionaires Devoured the World/ Goodman Peter S 
 

 

 

The history of the last half century in America, Europe, and other major economies is in 
large part the story of wealth flowing upward. The most affluent people emerged from 
capitalism’s triumph in the Cold War to loot the peace, depriving governments of the 
resources needed to serve their people, and leaving them tragically unprepared for the 
worst pandemic in a century. 

Drawing on decades of experience covering the global economy, award-winning journalist 
Peter S. Goodman profiles five representative “Davos Men”—members of the billionaire 
class—chronicling how their shocking exploitation of the global pandemic has hastened a 
fifty-year trend of wealth centralization. Alongside this reporting, Goodman delivers 
textured portraits of those caught in Davos Man’s wake, including a former steelworker in 
the American Midwest, a Bangladeshi migrant in Qatar, a Seattle doctor on the front lines of 
the fight against COVID, blue-collar workers in the tenements of Buenos Aires, an African 
immigrant in Sweden, a textile manufacturer in Italy, an Amazon warehouse employee in 
New York City, and more. 

 

Pub: Custom House                                                  Accession No: 158205 

 

Call No:305.5234 G646D 

  



7. Not the End of the World/ Hanna Ritchie  

 

 

 

Truly essential' MARGARET ATWOOD Feeling anxious, powerless or confused about the 

future of our planet? This book will transform how you see our biggest environmental 

problems - and how we can solve them We are bombarded by doomsday headlines that tell 

us the soil won't be able to support crops, fish will vanish from our oceans, that we should 

reconsider having children. But in this bold, radically hopeful book, data scientist Hannah 

Ritchie argues that if we zoom out, a very different picture emerges. The data shows we've 

made so much progress on these problems, and so fast, that we could be on track to 

achieve true sustainability for the first time in history. Packed with the latest research, 

practical guidance and enlightening graphics, this book will make you rethink almost 

everything you've been told about the environment, from the virtues of eating locally and 

living in the countryside, to the evils of overpopulation, plastic straws and palm oil. It will 

give you the tools to. 

 

Pub: Chatto and Windus                                               Accession No: 158207 

 

Call No:363.7 R611N 

 
 

  



8. Noise: A Flaw in Human Judgment/Daniel Kahneman 

 

 

 

From the Nobel Prize-winning author of Thinking, Fast and Slow and the coauthor of 

Nudge, a revolutionary exploration of why people make bad judgments and how to make 

better ones--"a tour de force" (New York Times). Imagine that two doctors in the same 

city give different diagnoses to identical patients--or that two judges in the same 

courthouse give markedly different sentences to people who have committed the same 

crime. Suppose that different interviewers at the same firm make different decisions 

about indistinguishable job applicants--or that when a company is handling customer 

complaints, the resolution depends on who happens to answer the phone. Now imagine 

that the same doctor, the same judge, the same interviewer, or the same customer 

service agent makes different decisions depending on whether it is morning or afternoon, 

or Monday rather than Wednesday. These are examples of noise: variability in judgments 

that should be identical.  

 

 

Pub: William Collins                                                      Accession No: 158208 

 

Call No:153.83 K12N 

 

 

 

  



9. Boulder/ Baltasar, Eva 

 

 

Working as a cook on a merchant ship, a woman comes to know and love Samsa, a woman 

who gives her the nickname "Boulder." When Samsa gets a job in Reykjavik and the couple 

decides to move there together, Samsa decides that she wants to have a child. She is 

already forty and can't bear to let the opportunity pass her by. Boulder is less enthused, 

but doesn't know how to say no—and so finds herself dragged along on a journey that 

feels as thankless as it is alien.  

With motherhood changing Samsa into a stranger, Boulder must decide where her 

priorities lie, and whether her yearning for freedom can truly trump her yearning for love. 

Once again, Eva Baltasar demonstrates her preeminence as a chronicler of queer voices 

navigating a hostile world—and in prose as brittle and beautiful as an ancient saga. 

 

    Pub: Simon & Schuster                                                      Accession No: 158209 

 

    Call No:823 B171B 

 

  



10. Silver Lining- The Story of NephroPlus/ Kamal Shah 

 

 
In 1997, Kamal Shah's world turned upside down. On his way to study in the US, Shah was 

completing the formalities for a student visa, which included preventive vaccinations for 

hepatitis, typhoid, measles, mumps and rubella. He developed a slight fever following his 

shots, which he dismissed as a normal side effect. Within twenty-four hours, Shah was 

forced to rethink. His condition deteriorated overnight, prompting an emergency rush to the 

hospital. Further tests revealed the unimaginable: an atypical haemolytic uremic syndrome 

(AHUS). Kamal needed a kidney transplant. A year of painful haemodialysis later, Kamal 

underwent a renal transplant. His mother had donated her kidney to her son, in the hope 

that he could survive. The surgery was unsuccessful. In the last decade and a half, Kamal has 

switched between peritoneal and home dialysis. It has been a painful, terrifying journey, 

documented painstakingly on his personal blog. That blog was the kernel for NephroPlus, a 

company that was born from Kamal's desire to ensure that dialysis became accessible for 

every patient. Kamal Shah is still on dialysis, but it has not dimmed his hope or his belief that 

being diagnosed with terminal kidney disease is not the end of life, nor can it prevent you 

from living the life you want to live.  
 

Pub:Penguin Random House.                                        Accession No: 158210 

 

Call No:920.710610 S524S 

 

  



11.My Father's Brain: Life in the Shadow of Alzheimer's/ Sandeep Jauhar 
 

 
 

There may be up to 10 million Indians living with Alzheimer's disease or related dementias, 

and that number is expected to increase dramatically in the next few decades. What is it like 

to live with and amid this increasingly prevalent condition-an affliction that some fear more 

than death? In My Father's Brain, the distinguished physician and author Sandeep Jauhar 

sets his father's descent into Alzheimer's alongside his own journey toward understanding 

this disease and how it might best be coped with, if not cured.  

 

In an intimate memoir rich with humor and heartbreak, Jauhar relates how his immigrant 

father and extended family felt, quarreled, and found their way through the dissolution of a 

cherished life. Along the way, he lucidly exposes what happens in the brain as we age and 

our memory falters and explores everything from the history of ancient Greece to the most 

cutting-edge neurological-and bioethical-research. Throughout, My Father's Brain confronts 

the moral and psychological concerns that arise when family members must become 

caregivers, when children's and parents' roles reverse, and when we must accept 

unforeseen turns in our closest relationships-and in our understanding of what it is to have a 

self. The result is a work of essential insight into dementia, and into how scientists, 

caregivers, and all of us in an aging society are reckoning with the fallout. 

 

Pub: Penguin Random House.                                        Accession No: 158211 

 

Call No:616.89092 J41M 

  



12.India's Finance Ministers: From Independence to Emergency/ A K                      
Bhattacharya 
 

 
 

Independent India has so far witnessed twenty-eight finance ministers. But only a handful of 

them could leave their mark on the exchequer or North Block, the headquarters of the 

Indian finance ministry. From Independence to Emergency: India's Finance Ministers 1947-

1977 is the story of India's unforgettable finance ministers who shaped India's economy in 

the first thirty years after Independence. The book highlights the significant difference that 

these finance ministers made to the management of the Indian economy and to the policy 

evolution of the government, and who thus left an indelible mark on the psyche of Indian 

citizens. It attempts to measure the impact these decisions left, not only on India's 

economic system but also on its political system, and looks at to what extent the decisions 

were influenced by the socio-economic backgrounds of the finance ministers.  

 

Full of interesting anecdotes, the book is the first in-depth account of the crucial role these 

finance ministers have played in the functioning of India's economy. 

 

Pub:Penguin Random House.                                        Accession No: 158212 

 

Call No:352.4954 B5751 

  



13.Yellow Face/ R.F. Kuang 

 

 

Authors June Hayward and Athena Liu were supposed to be twin rising stars. But Athena’s a 
literary darling. June Hayward is literally nobody. Who wants stories about basic white girls, 
June thinks. 

So, when June witnesses Athena’s death in a freak accident, she acts on impulse: she steals 
Athena’s just-finished masterpiece, an experimental novel about the unsung contributions 
of Chinese labourers during World War I. 

So, what if June edits Athena’s novel and sends it to her agent as her own work? So, what if 
she lets her new publisher rebrand her as Juniper Song—complete with an ambiguously 
ethnic author photo? Doesn’t this piece of history deserve to be told, whoever the teller? 
That’s what June claims, and the New York Times bestseller list seems to agree. 

But June can’t get away from Athena’s shadow, and emerging evidence threatens to bring 
June’s (stolen) success down around her. As June races to protect her secret, she discovers 
exactly how far she will go to keep what she thinks she deserves. 

With its totally immersive first-person voice, Yellowface grapples with questions of diversity, 
racism, and cultural appropriation, as well as the terrifying alienation of social media. R.F. 
Kuang’s novel is timely, razor-sharp, and eminently readable.  

 

Pub: The Borough Press                                               Accession No: 158213 

 

Call No:823 K21Y 

  



14.Lost to the World: A Memoir of Faith/ Shahbaz Taseer 

 

 
 

In late August of 2011, Shahbaz Taseer was driving to his office in Lahore, Pakistan when he 

was dragged from his car at gunpoint and kidnapped by a group of Taliban-affiliated 

terrorists. Just seven months earlier, his father, Salman Taseer, the governor of Punjab 

Province, had been shot dead by his guard for speaking out against Pakistan's blasphemy 

laws. For almost five years Shahbaz was held captive, moved ever-deeper into the lawless 

Hindu Kush, frequently tortured and forced to endure extreme cruelty, his fate resting on 

his kidnappers' impossible demands and the uneasy alliances between his captors, the 

Taliban and ISIS. Lost to the World is the remarkable true story of Taseer's time in captivity, 

and of his astonishing escape. It is a story of extraordinary faith, bravery and sorrow, with 

moments of kindness, humor and empathy, offering a hopeful light in the dark years of his 

imprisonment. While deeply harrowing, this tale is also about resilience. Taseer countered 

his captors' narrative of a holy war by immersing himself in the Quran in search of hope and 

a means to see his own humanity under even the most inhumane conditions, and ultimately 

to find a way back to his family. 

 

Pub: Penguin Random House                                          Accession No: 158214 

 

Call No:362.8892 T212L 

 


