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' CABINf,T Sf,CITI'TARIAT

RASOLUTION

New Dcllri. thc lst January, 2015

No. 51f/211l2015.C4b.-Mabatroa Gadhi had said: *Constao! development is the law of life, and a man who
always trics to maintain his dogmas in ordcr to rppcsr consistent drivcs himself into a fatsc position". Rcflecting this
spirit and the charrgcd dynamics of tlrc oew lxlia, thc institutions of govcrnaucc and policy havc to adapt to ncw
;hal,lcnges and must bc built on thc founding principles of the Constitutlon of India, thc ucalth of knowledgc from our
":iviliratiooal hrstory and thc prescnt day socio-cuitural context.

I the Plalning Commitsiot was s6t up on the l5th of March. 1950 lkough a Cabinct Rcsolution. Ncariy 65
lcdrs lr(cr. l|1e country has mctamorphoscd tiom an urxier-davciogxd cconomy to an ern€rgcnt global nation with one of
tir: world's largcst economics.

i From bcing prcoccuprcd with survival, our asprations havc soarcd and today wc scck climrnotion, rathcr &an
.rllerra(ron, of povedy. Thc people of India havs g1gg1 exprcrations for progrcss and impncvcment in governance.
tluough thcrr puticipation. They requirc institutional refomu ur goysnrance and dynamic policy shifi.s that can sced and
rrunure iarge-scale chunge. Indeed, thc 'destiny' of our country, I'rorn lhe time we. achicved Independence, is now rrn a
higher trajcctory,

.1. .Ihc 
past fcw dccadss have also witncsscd a strcngthcning of In<lian oationhood. tndia rs a diversc cououy wtlh

Jlilrnct ,anguagcs, faithe and cultural ecosyslcms. 'Ihis divcrsity htg cnriched the totality of thc Irdian expcnencc
i'ol:rcaliy too, lndra has cmbraccd a grcntcr lrc.asuc ol pluralism which has rcshapcd the fedcral conscnsus. Thc States
!-'f tl":c Llnron Co not want to be mcrc appcndagcs of thc Ccntre. Thcy sect a dccisivc say in dctcrmining lhc archttrcturc
.:l economic growtt! and dcvclopmenr. The onc-sizc-lrts-rll approach. ottcn inhercnt in central planaing, has the
pntcntial oi crcating nocrJlcsl tclrsions and undcrmining thc lxnno*y ncetlcd for national clfort- Dr. Ambcdtar had said
rvrlh forcsigh: that it is ''unreasonablc to centralise powers where centrat control and uoiformity is not clearly essential or
rs impracicablc".

5 At thc hearl of thc dynamics of lransforming Indic liss a technology revolution ancl incrsassd acccss to affJ
sharing of informstion. In the coursc of this transt'ormation, while some changcs are anticipated and plannod. many aro a
(unscqucrrce of market forccs and largcr global shifts. 'l'hc cvolution and maturing of our institutions and polity also
rntail a dirunished rolc for ccniraliscd planning. which itsclf nosds (o be rctlclincd.

l, 'Ihs iorucs lransfoqfltng lndie aro milny and irr,sludo;

.r lle rnCusuy irnd servicc scctors havc dcvelopctl and arc opcrating on a global scalc now. To burld on lhrs
luurrduilun, tte*'lndia ncrds arr adtninistratron paradignr in whictr che governmcnt is an'tnablcr" rather than a "providcr
rl iir.tt and last reson". Thc role ofthr governmcnt as a "player" in th* indusuial and service sectors hrs o be rcduced.
lnstcad. governnrent has to focus on enabling tegislarion, policy rnaking and rcgularion.

b lntliu's raCitir:nal sLrcnglh in ugriculture has incrcuscd manifold on lccouot of thc eftbrts of our farmcrs and
rrnProvcmenls in technology. We need to corrinuc to improvc, t$d movc from purc food sccurity to a f{xus oo a atix ol'
agricultural productron as well as thc lctual refurns lhat farnrcrs got from thcir pruluce.

i. 'iod;r,v. wc rcside in a 'global villagc', connectsd by nrxlcrn fim$port, comrnunicarion; and mcdia. and nctworksd
inierrralianal markeu ard inslilutions, As India 'contributec' to Blobal endeavours, it is also influenced by happenings
tat removc.tl irom our bordcrs, Clobal cconomics and geo-poli(ics arc getting iocrcasingly intcgratcd, end thc pnvatc
:cctor is Erowin8 rn rmportance as a constiruent wilhin that. lndia needs to be un active player in thc dobat6s aid
deliberauons on tic global uomrnons, espccially ilr rclativcly uncharlcd areas.

Ll Indra's rniddiE class is unique in ternu of its size and purchasing po\y€r. This formidable group is increcing with
ti)c cnlry ol lilc nco-nnddlc class. It has bccn an important tlrivcr uf growth and has cnormou$ potential on accounl of it-s

hrgh cducalion levels, mobility and williagncss to push for change in the counky. Our conrinuing challenge is to ensure
that this econornically vibrant group rcmatns crgagcd and its potcntiat is fully realiscrJ.

r. inJia's pool of cnkepreneurial, $ciendlic and intcllectual hurnao capital is a source of strength waitiog to be

unlcastrcd to help us attain unprcccdcntcd hcights of succe ss. [n fas!, thc 'social capital' thal is presenl in our people has

been a urajor contributor to the dcvclopment of the country thus far and, thcrcforc, it nccds to bc lcvcragcd tkough
apprt:priatc policy initiativcs.

I Thc Non-l(esident lntlian community, which is spread across mor? than 200 countries, is largcr in number than rhc

pupuLal:rn i.rf r:rarry suurltrics of thc wvrld. Thir is a signilicant gco<conotnic and gco-political strcneth. Futurc natronal
plicies must lncorp.rate tnls strength rn order to broadcn thcir panicipation in thc ncw India bcyonrl just thcir financial
suipor(. 'Ie;h::ology lrnd nranagenrcnl exptsntse irrc sctf'evident a.reas whcrc this commurity oan contribulc
,igr:t !'icrrtt ir .
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g. Urbanisution is an irrcvcrsiblc trcnd. Rathcr than vicwing it ar an cvil, wc huvc to makc it an integynl part of our
policy for dcvclopmcnt. Urbanisation has to be yicwql a.s an opportunity to use modern technology to crcate a

wholgromc and sccurc habitat whilc rcaping thc cconomic bcncfrts that it offcrs.

h. Transparcncy is now a sine qua non for good gorarnancc, Wc arc in a digitat age wherc tha tools and modcs of
communication, likc social mcdir, arc powcrful instrumcnt$ to sharc ard explain the thoughts and actions of lhc
gov.mmelt" This. ncnd will only increase with dmc, Govanmcnt and govcrnarce havc to bc conducted in an

cnvironment of total transparency - usirlg tcchnology to rcducc opacity and thcrcby, rhe potential for mirrdveeturcs in
goveming.

1 . Technology and information access have acccntuated thc unity in diversity that derines us. They have halped

intcgrate diffcrcnt capabilitics of our regions, statcs ond cclsystcms towards an intcrlinked national econom;t- Indeed,
Indian nationhood has been grcatly strengthcned on thcir account. To tcap the benefih of the crcative cnergy that
cmcrgcs fnom thc Indian kalcidoscopc, our dcvclopmcnt modcl has to bccomc morc conscosual and co"operativc. It
must cmbrace the specific dernands of states, regions and localitics. A shared vision of national developmcnt has to be

workcd out ba.red on humnn dignity, national sclf-rcspect and an inclusivc and sustaimbla dcvclopnrnt path,

8. Thc challcngcs wc Facc Bs a country havc also bccomc morc complcx:

a. Indis's dcmogrophic dividcnd has to bc lcvcragcd fruitfully ovcr the ncxt fcw dccades, Thc potrntial of our
youth, rnen and women, has to bc realizcd through education, skill dcvelopmcnt, elirnination of gentler bias, nnd
cmploynrcnt. lVe have to strive to provide our youth productrvc opportunitio to work on thc fmnticrr of sciencc,

tcchnology and knowledge ecoff)my.

b, Poverty climination reroains onc of thc rnost important mctrics by which alonc wc shorld mcasurc our sucress

as a nadon. Every Indian rrust bc givcn an opportunity to livc a lifc of dignity and sclf rcspcct. Tbc rvords of
Tiruvalluvar, tho sagc.pocl whcn hc wrotc that "nolhing is morc drcadfully painfuI than povcrty", and "gripping poverty

rcbs a man of the lofty nobility of his dcrcenf', erc as truc todoy as they were whcn written more than two thoussnd

ycars a8o,

c. Economic dcvclopmc$ is incompleto if it docs not proviclc cvcry individual thc right to cnjoy the fruits of
devclopment. R. Dean Dayal Upadhyaya had enurrciatcd this in his concept of Antyodaya, or uplift of the <lowntrodden,

wherc the goat is to cnsurc that thc poor*t of thc poor gct thc bcncfds of dcvelopmcnt. Inegualitics bused on gender

bisscs sJ wcll as cconomic disparities have lo bc redrcsscd, We oced to creale an environment and supporr $ystem that

encouragps womon ro play their rightful rolc in nation-building, Equality of opportunity gocs hand in hand rvith an

inclusivcncse agcnda. Rathcr than pushing evcryonc on to & pr-delermined pat[ we have to give every element of
society - especiatly weaker segments like the Schcdulcd Castes and Schcduled Tribcs - thc ability to influence the

choiccs thc goudtry and govcrortrotrt maks in $ctting $c national agenda, In fact" inclusion has to bc prcdicated on a

bclief in the ability of cach membcr of socicry lo contribute. As Sankar Dev wrotc ccoturics ago in the Kirran Ghosh:

"To scc evcry bcing as equivalcnt to otrc'c own soul is lhc suprcmc mcans (of attaining dclivcrance)".

d. Villagcs (Gram) continuc to be thc bedrock of our cthos, culturc and srrtcnillcc. Thcy nccd ta be fully
inrcgrated institutionally into thc development procds$ so that we draw on their vitelily and energy.

c. India has more than 50 million nmall businesses, which arc a major sourcc of employment creation. The.se

businesscs arc particularly important in crcating opportunitics for thc backward and digadvantaged scctions of the

society. Policy making mutt focu$ on providing ncccssary suppon lo this sector in terms of skill ancl knowledge
upgrades and acccss to financial capital and relevant technology.

f. Rcsponsible development implics environmcnlally sound dcvalopment. Indir is one of the tnaga-divcrse

countries. Our cnvironmcntal and ccological asscts arc ct?rnal. and must bc prcscrved and safeguarded, The counu-v's

legacy of respect for environmcnt is rcfleclcd in our rcvcrcncc for hccs and animals. Our lcg'acy to futurc gcncrations

must bc sustainablc proSrcss. Each clcmcnt of our cnvironmcnt (paryavaran) and rcgourcc!, namcly wuter, land and

forcs(Jal. fanrccn evam lungle) must bc protccted; and ttris lhust be done in a manner that uk* inlo accnunt their inter-
linkagcs with clim&tc (al vayu) and pcoplc (ian). Our dcvclopmenl a8lrds hss to cn$urc that dcvclopmcnt doos not

sully the quality of life of thc prcs?nt and fuhre gcnerations.

9. The rolc of thc govcrnmnt in achicving 'national objoctivcs' may changc with timc, but will always rcrnain

signlficanr Crovemment will eontinue to s€t policies that anticipate and reflect the country's requirementx and exccute

them in a just manncr for the bcnclit qf thc citizcns. Thc continuing intcgration with thc world - politically ;rnd

ccooomically - has to bc irrcorporatcd into policy making as wcll as fuoctidning of thc Eovcrnmcnt,

In csscncc, effcctive govcrnance in India will rcst on the following pillars:

a. Pro-pcoplc agcnda that fulfils tha aspirations of the eociety as well as individual,

b, Pro-active in anticipating and rapondlng to their n*ds,
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c. Parricipativc, by involvcmcnt ofcitizcns.

d. Ernpowcring worncn in all aspcots

r. [nclusion of all groupr, with *pccial attcntioo to t]re economically wak (garib), thc SC, ST and OBC conunun*ies.
the rural sec(or and farmers (gaon and kisan), youth and all catcgorics ofminorities,

t. tjqualrly of opporrunity to our country's youth,

g lra.nsparency through thc use oftcchnology ro mako govcrnrncnt visiblc and rcsponsivc.

i0. Covernancc, across thc public and privatc dornins. is the conccrn of socicty as a wholc. Evcryonc has a stakc
rn cnsuring good govcmancc gnd effoctivc dolivery of services. Crcating Jan Chetna thcrcforc, becomcs crucial for
popic's initiativs. In thc past, govcrrurncc rny lnve bccn ra(hcr narrowly urnstrucd as public govcrnancc. In u:day's
changed dyrramics - with 'public' serviccs often bcing dclivcred by 'private' entities, a.nd thc greatcr scogc fur
' puticrpati vc c i tizcnry'. goyornancc crrcompasscs and invol vcs c vcryonc.

i I . Tlrc tns(itutiorral franrcwork of goycm$rcnt lras dcvclopcd and maturcd ovcr tho ycars. This has allowcd lhe
tleve16p1,-r.n, of domarn cxpe rtlsc which allows us lho choncs to iocr'turc the spccificity of func(ion$ given (o rns(itutions.
.!pecrlic to the plannrng pruccss, thcrc is a nced to scparatc as wcll as cncrgrzc thc distinct 'pr(rcss' of govcrnancc from
llrc 'sLrlt.ljt)' u[ guvernartcc.

ir'; tirc conlext of govcrnance smlclurcs, the changed requircmgnts of our country. point to the need for setting up lui
rnstr{utlun that serves a6 I Think Tank of tho govcrnmcnt * a directional and policy dynarnu. The prugrsert ir}stilurrgjr
h:rs to provide governmcnts nt the ccntral ird stst(, lcvcis witi rulcva,nt su0lrg,io arrd lcchnicol advice asross the spcctruln
oi key eietnenu of policy. Thir includes ma[ers of nat!$nal and intemarional in)port on (he €conomc lront
drsscmination r.ri bcst practiccs from withio thc country as urcll as frorn othcr nations, tlrc infusion of ncw policy ideas
utd spccific issue-bascd support. The institution has to bc able to respond to the changing and more intcgratcd world
that {fldla is p*rt of,

.-\;t ilnporlant cvoiutionary chongc liom the past will be rcplacrng a centre-au-slalc onc-way flow of policy by a genurrrc
a:tci cunttnung purncr.ship with thc $tatcs- Thc in,stitution mu$t havc thc ncccssary rrsources, knowicdgc, skrlls anC,
lcrlty tr: act wlth spec,1 to providc the stralegic policy vtsion frx thc governmcnt as woll as deal wrth conlingent issu,;s.

Psrlaps mort rmportantty, thc instrtution must rdhere tu thc l6net thut whilc incorlxrrating positivc inlluences fturrr ths
rvurld, no singlc modcl tan bc lransplantcd ftclm outsidc into tlic Indian sccnario. Wo ncod to find ow owll strategy fur
Bro\vttL The new institution has to zero in cu whot wiil work in and for lndia. It will bc a Bh.aratiya lpproich to
dcvclopmen(.

12. The instilution to givc lifc to thcse aspirations is thc NITI Aayog $lational Institution for Transforrnrng lndia).
'l'his is berng proposcd atier cxtensivc consullation acrcss tbe spcctrurtr of stakcholdcrs iucluding intcr alia statc
gLrvernlnen(s, domain cxpens and rclcvant,institutions. The NITI Aayog will work towards thc following objcclivcs:

a. To evolvc a sharcd vision of national dcvelopmcnt prioritics, scctors and stratcgics with tho activi involvernent
uf States rn the light of nat:onal objcctivcs. Thc vision of thc NITI Aayog will thcn provide a &amework 'national

egcnda' lor the Primc Ministcr and thc Chie f Ministcrs to provide impctus to

b Tc, foster cooperative fedcrahsm tlrough slructlred suppon initia(ivcs and mcchanisms with the Statcs on 0

sonlnuoui trasrs, rccognizing that suong Stal,es nrakc a strong nation

c 1o devclop oxchanisns to fonRulate crediblc plans at the villago 1evel and aggregate these progressively at

trrghrr levcls of gr.rvemmcnt

d. To cnsurc, on arcs$ that are speilically rcfcrrcd to it, that thc intcrcsts of national securily are incorporated in
c.conutnic straldgy and policy

r 'l'o pay special attcntion to thc sections of uur socicty that rr:ay bc at risk of not bcnefitting adcqualcly frum
fcooomlc i)rogress

I 'Io design sratcgic ard long tcrm policy and prognmnre franreworks and initiativcs, and monitur thcir progrcss

and thcir efficacy. Thc lcssons learnt through monrlonng arrd fcedback will be uscd for ntaking innovative
rnrprovcments, including trcccssary mid+oursc correctioos

g. 1t) provido advicc and cncour&gc parlncrships bctwcen kcy stakcholdcrs aad national and intornational like-
nrinded 'Ihink Tanks, as woll as educational and policy roscarch institurions

lr. Iu creale a knuwledge. innovation and enurprcncurrai suppon system *uough a collabora(iYs comrnunity oi
:ralonal and intcrnalional cxporls, prac(itioncrs and o(hcr partncrs

r To offur a pla(form for rcsolulrun of ifltcr-scctoral and inter-dcpartrrcntal issucs in order to accclcra(e llrc

implcmenution of thc developmcnt agcnda
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j To maintain a statc-of-the-art Resourcc Ccnlrc, bc a rcpository of rcscarch on good govcrnlnc.c and bcst
practiccs in sustainablc and cquitahlc dcvclopmcnt as wcll ns hclp thcirdi.s*cminotioo to stake-holders

k. To actively monitor and evaluate the imptemcntation of programmes and initiatives, including (hc rdr.'nlrlicarien

of the needed rcsources so a.s to s(rcngthen thc probability of succcss and scopc of dclivcry

l. To focus on technology upgradation and capacily building for implcmcntation of programmes anrJ initi;rtrvcs

m. To underlakc otler activitics &s may bc n.ccssary in ordcr to furthcr thc cxeculion of lhc national rlevrlopmcnt
agcnda, and the objectivcs rncntioned lbove

13. Thc NITI Aayog will comprisc *re following:

a. Primc Ministcr of India as lhc Chairpcrson

b. Coveming Council cornprising the Chief Ministas of all tlre Slates and Ll. Governors of Unron I'crrrtorics

c. Rcgional Councils will bc formcd to addrcss sfrcitic issucs and contingencics impactng morc lh^n llnn statc or
a region. Thcse will be formed for a spccificd tcnurc. The Rcgional Councils will bc convcnct{ by lhc l'nrnc h{inistcr
and will comprise of the Chief Ministers of Slales and Lt. Govcrnors of Union Tcritorics in the rcgion. 'l hcsc will bc

chaired by the Chairpcnon of thc NTfi Aayog or his nomincc

d. Expcrts. spccialists and pracritioncn with rclcvnnt domain knowlcdgc as spccial invitccs nonrirated by the

l'rime Minister

e. The ftrll.time organizational framework willcompilse of, in addition to the Prime Minister'as lhe (lirairperson:

i. Vicc-Chairpcrson: To bc appointcd by dte I'rime Ministcr

ii Membcrs: Full-timc

iii. Parr-time mcmbcrs: Maximum of 2 from lcading universitics rcsearch organizations and olhcr relcvrnt
inslitution$ in an cx-officio capacity. Pan tinr membcrs witl be on a roulional basis

iv. Ex Officio rnembcrs: Mexirnum of 4 mcmbcrc of the Union Council of Ministers to bc nornjnutcd hy rhc l'rirnc
Ministcr

v. ChiclExccutivc Ofliccr: To bc appointcd by thc Prime Ministcr for a fixcd tcnum, in thc rank ot SccrctrrJ- to
the Govcrnment of Indin

vi. Secretariat as deemed necessary

14. Swami Vivekananda said 'It'ake up one idea. Makc that onc idea your lifc * think it, drcam of it. live on il:at
idca, Irt thc brain, musclcs. ncrvcs. cvcry part of your body, bc full of that idca and just lcave cvery othrr" idea alone.

This is thc way to success." Thmugh its commitment to a coopcrativc fedcralism, promotion of citizea .nga6emcnt.
cgalilarian access to opponuniry, part.icipatiw and adaptivc goYcmance and incrcasing usc of technolo1,,y, thc NI'tl
Aayog will scck to providc a critjcal dircctional and stratcgic input into thc dcvclopment process. This, airns with bcing
thc incubator of idcas for dcvclopmcnt, will bc the corc ntission of NlTl Aayog.

t5. This Rcsolution shall comc into lorce and shall bc dccmcd to havc comc into forcc *ith effcct from the I sl day
of JanuarJr.20l5 and Rcsolution No. l-P(C)i50datcd lhc l5th March 1950, shall stand supcrscdcd with cflict from thc
datc of coming into forec of this Rcsolution.

SANJUKTA RAY. Dircctor
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